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It will take us three months yet to return to the Ashram; perhaps
more, but not less.   I write this letter on board the steamer.

Blessings from
BAPU

From a photostat of the Gujarat! original: C.W. 463,   Courtesy: Vasumati
Pandit

128.   SPEECH TO STUDENTS, NAWABGANJ*

June 11, 1925

You all spin and wear khaddar but tell me how many of
you always speak the truth and never lie?

A few boys raised their hands.

Well, now tell me how many of you occasionally happen to
lie?

Two boys immediately raised their hands, then three, then four and
finally, almost all.

Thank you, there will be always hope for those of you who
know and own that they occasionally lie. The path of those who
think they never lie is difficult. I wish both success.

Young India, 25-6-1925

129.   REMARKS IN VISITORS* 'BOOK*

I was much pleased to note that spinning has been com-
pulsory for the past four years. I have read the remarks of the
Inspector about failure of spinning. I hold totally contrary views,
hut I know that it is possible to make spinning absolutely self-
supporting, if not profitable. To that end I venture to suggest
the following:

(1)    Existing  teachers  should  be,induced to learn the art
and  the  science  of spinning,  on promise of a prize or even a
slight increment in pay.

(2)    The yarn spun by the boys should be always tested and
tickets attached, giving the strength and count.

1 Extracted from Mahadev Desai's account of Gandhiji's tour in Bengal

2 This was at the Bijhari School, Upashi, in the Nawabganj District. The
school was experimenting with compulsory weaving of Ishaddar and spinning.
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